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Attend the Koinonia

Leadership Introduction
Offered as part of the Turnaround Synod Initiative

Register online at
www.mcselca.org
for an informational

. workshop on
Koinonia Leadership
Training, an in-depth
program developed
by Stephen Ministries
in St. Louis that could transform your ministry and
your congregation. The synod is sponsoring the third
of three Koinonia Leadership Training Introductory
Workshops for rostered and congregation leaders.

The workshop will be on Saturday, February 6,
2010, at Christ Lutheran Church, 60 55th Street,
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. Please plan to arrive by
8:45 a.m. The workshop will finish no later than
1:00 p.m. Light refreshments will be provided.

If you have questions, please contact the Rev.
Cynthia K. Hileman at ckhileman@mcselca.org, Of
773-248-0021, or another member of the pastoral
staff, and review the insert included with this
newsletter.

Congregation Statement of
Intent for 2010 Available Online

& Complete your congregation’s

I Mission Support Statement of
Intent for 2010 online by going to
{ www.mcselca.org and selecting

the feature article on the home page. If you have any
questions about the form, please contact Steve
Homberg at the synod office at
shomberg@mcselca.org 0r 773-248-0021.

Time to Complete the
2010 Rostered Leader
Report to the Synod Bishop

The forms for 2010 Rostered Leader
Reports to the Synod Bishop are

available online at
www.mcselca.org/congregation/
admin/forms/index.php.
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. Please e-mail your completed form
to Mary Richardson in the synod
office at mrichardson@mcselca.org. Thank you.

2010 Synod Assembly Theme,
Dates, and Registration
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The theme for the 2010 synod assembly is “...you
will be my witnesses...” from Acts 1:8. The
assembly, held June 4 and 5, 2010, will take place at
the Crowne Plaza O’Hare Hotel, 5440 N. River Rd.,
Rosemont, IL 60018.

Registration will be available by mid-February at
www.mcselca.org/assembly.
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TURNAROUND SYNOD
INITIATIVE

Helping congregations grow and thrive

February TSI Update

by the Rev. Carol Breimeier, Associate to the Bishop

Focus Congregations
and Coaching Training Underway

Eleven congregations are going forward as the first
round of Focus Congregations in the Turnaround
Synod Initiative. They are: St. James, Western
Springs; Ascension, Northfield; Savior Divine, Palos
Hills; Northlake, Northlake; Church of the Master,
Carol Stream; Lebanon, Chicago; Calvary (on
Kenneth), Chicago; Living Lord, Bartlett; Redeemer,
Oak Forest; Trinity, Des Plaines; and St. Philip,
Glenview.

These congregations got underway in January with
workshops for pastors and renewal teams. Pastors
gathered on January 15 and renewal teams on January
30 to reflect together on how renewal happens in
churches and on aspects of leading change and
leading in times of change.

Please consider adding one or more of these Focus
Congregations to your personal and congregational
prayer list, asking that the Spirit would be present to
encourage, guide, and support them as they work
toward renewal.

Also in January, ten people from the synod spent two
full days doing a coaching orientation and training led
by Jonathan Reitz (then Coaching Coordinator for the
ELCA, now CEO of Coachnet International
Ministries. After doing six months of coaching with
the guidance of a mentor, they will be prepared to
work with renewal teams in congregations to help
those congregations find and follow a renewal path.

Energizing Words...

“The call to be a part of what God is up to is a great
gift. Itis what gives life meaning and purpose. It
doesn’t always make you happy. In fact, answering
this call usually requires hard work and sacrifice. But
it can and does produce real joy. Responding to
God’s claim on your life opens your eyes to the way
in which, through the things you say and do, God is
reconciling the whole creation and setting people free.
Once you’ve experienced it, you’ll wonder how you
ever lived without it” (The Future Starts Now: The
Renewable Organization™ for Faith-Based Groups,
from A Renewal Enterprise, Inc.).

General Information...

To request a Turnaround Synod Initiative packet that
includes an explanatory cover letter, an opt-in form,
and a dozen copies of the Turnaround Synod
Initiative brochure, please get in touch with Dina
Tannous (dtannous@mcselca.org; 773-248-0021,
ext. 14). If you have questions or comments about
TSI, please call or e-mail Carol Breimeier
(cbreimeier@mcselca.org; 773-248-0021, ext. 13).
More information about the Turnaround Synod
Initiative is available on the synod’s Web site at
http://www.mcselca.org/what/mission/tsi.

Pastors Sue Allen, Eric Dawson, Stoney Weiszmann, and
Janet Wittenmyer tackle discussion questions at the
Turnaround Pastors workshop.
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Take the ELCA Health
Assessment and Receive $150
to Help with Medical Expenses

The ELCA health plan contribution
20] ﬂ rate increase for sponsored
ol members is being held to 2% in
G B 2010 — partly a result of the
improving health of plan members.

According to the Board of Pensions, it’s seeing
favorable early signs that pastors, rostered leaders,
and lay employees are adopting healthy behaviors.
Since the 2008 transition of the ELCA Health
Benefits Plan to a wellness plan:

e Potentially avoidable medical and
pharmacy claims are down 3 percent from
December 2007 to December 2008,
bringing an estimated annual savings of $3
million

e Two out of three plan members
participating in Mayo Clinic’s lifestyle
coaching program (a wellness plan feature)
said they have been able to maintain their
healthy behaviors six months after
coaching ended

e Of the more than 8,300 ELCA-primary
plan members who completed the Mayo
Clinic Health Assessment in both in 2008
and 2009, the reported percentage of
participants at risk for specific medical and
lifestyle conditions decreased in 10 of the
11 risk factors this year.

Have you completed your assessment this year?
Has your spouse? If you have ELCA-primary
health coverage, take 30 minutes to:

e learn about your health strengths and risks

e earn your $150 to help offset your out-of-
pocket medical costs

e do your part to keep health care costs down
and leave more money for ELCA mission.

Take your assessment by April 30 to increase our
chances of earning a 2% synod discount on
ELCA health contributions for 2010. The synod
needs 65% participation to receive the discount.

Take the assessment at www.elcaforwellness.org.
Find instructions for how to register and take the

assessment in Understand my benefits at
www.elcabop.org.

2010 Hein-Fry Lecture
Examines How Bible Is Taught
in the Parish and Beyond

On Thursday, February 18, 2010, Dr. Mary Hess,
associate professor of educational leadership at
Luther Seminary, will explore various ways
Lutherans have taught the Bible. She delivers the
2010 Hein-Fry Lecture on the theme “Hearing the
Word: Teaching the Bible in
HEIN-FRY the Parish (and Beyond)” at
1 p.m. in the Lutheran School
SERIES of Theology’s (LSTC)
Common Room, 1100 East 55th St., Chicago, IL
60615. The Rev. Dr. Ray Pickett, LSTC professor
of New Testament, will respond to Dr. Hess’s
lecture.

“Hearing the Word: Teaching the Bible in the
Parish (and Beyond)” continues the Hein-Fry
Lectures’ multiyear focus on the Bible. This
year’s lecturers will explore the important
conversations throughout the ELCA concerning
the various ways Lutheran communities in diverse
North American contexts are sharing the biblical
narratives, truths, and messages of the gospel
through their teaching ministries. The hope for
these presentations is that they will raise
awareness about the many ways the Lutheran
churches have traditionally taught the Bible as
well as offer innovative contemporary approaches
to teaching the Bible that Lutherans might use
today. For more information about the Hein-Fry
Lectures visit
http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-
Faith/Education/Hein-Fry.aspx.
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New Schedule, Reduced
Registration Fee for February
2010 Leadership Conference

@S Green Congregation,” the
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Lutheran School of
Theology at Chicago’s
annual Leadership
Conference, will be held one day only, Tuesday,
February 9, 2010. The new registration fee is
just $85, with a reduced rate of $52.50 for retirees
and recent LSTC graduates.

Part of LSTC’s Earth Year observance, the
Leadership Conference is designed to give church
leaders practical and concrete ways individuals
and congregations can care for creation.
Participants will learn how environmental issues
are tied to social and ethical issues, how to
increase awareness of environmental concerns
facing our world, and ways worship can increase
our appreciation of the sacredness of creation and
deepen our desire to treat it with dignity and
respect.

The Rev. Dr. David Rhoads, professor of New
Testament at LSTC and a leader in environmental
ministry, is the keynote speaker for the event.
Four workshops will be held:

e “Greening Your Congregation,” led by the
Rev. Steve Jerbi

e “Earthbound: Created and Called to Care
for Creation,” led by the Rev. Richard
Bruesehoff

e “How to Talk with Lutheran
Congregations without Sounding like a
Pagan: Joseph Sittler on Ecology and

Theological Language” led by LSTC Ph.D.

candidate Robert Saler
e “The Church on Earth: Worship and
Ecology,” led by the Rev. Dr. Ben Stewart

LSTC alum the Rev. Sarah Olson-Smith will
preach during worship.

For more information or to register, go to
www.lIstc.edu/leadership/10/index.html Or
contact Laura Wilhelm at 773-256-0741 or

leadershipconference@lstc.edu.

Go Make Disciples — Release the
Power! Workshop March 13, 2010

“Go Make Disciples — Release the
Power!” is an intense, one-day
workshop for all church leaders
about evangelism and discipleship
in today’s context. The event is
sponsored by the synod’s Near
West Conference and presented by
members of the Seeking Revival
Team - www.seekingrevival.org. The event will
be held Saturday, March 13, 2010, at St. Paul
Lutheran Church, 545 S. Ardmore Ave.,

Villa Park, IL 60181. The agenda is:

9:00 a.m. — Check-in and continental breakfast
9:30 a.m. — Workshop

12:30 p.m. — Lunch

1:15 p.m. — Workshop

4:30 p.m. — Workshop concludes

5:00 p.m. — Worship

Cost will be paid for by the Near West Conference
for participants who pre-register by February 27,
2010, or $10 per person at the door.

To pre-register, send a letter to Ray Bebee, Grace
Lutheran Church, 5 N. Princeton Ave., Villa Park,
IL 60181, or e-mail raybebee0O6@comcast.net.

Include names, addresses, and phone numbers of
all people you are registering. Pre-registration
must be received by February 27, 2010.

Please bring a Bible and a note pad and pen or
pencil. The workshop is open to all members of
the Metropolitan Chicago Synod.
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Fund for Mission
Grant Applications Invited
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The Fund for Mission is a synod endowment fund
that provides grants to congregations for new and
innovative evangelism efforts. Last year, grants
totaling $139,200 were distributed to 15
congregations. Grants ranged from $2000 to
$20,000.

Congregations that have previously received
funding may apply for one follow-up grant for the
same project.

Please contact Dina Tannous at the synod office
for guidelines and an application
(dtannous@mcselca.org or 773-248-0021, ext.
14).

Applications must be mailed to the synod office
no later than March 12, 2010. A signed hard
copy is required. Please note that a copy of the
congregation’s parochial report is a required part
of the application, so be sure to complete and
submit the report.

Taizé Prayer Service
Offered February 12, 2010

Taizé Prayer will be held
Friday, February 12,
2010, at 7:00 p.m. at Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church,
2328 Central Rd.,
Glenview, IL 60025, at
the corner of Central and Shermer. We gather in
the spirit of the Taizé Community, praying for
peace, unity, and reconciliation. The community
is invited to attend. If you have any questions, call
847-724- 6060 or e-mail

barbarakudirka@gmail.com.

Apply for an
Accessible Faith Grant

| The Retirement Research
- Foundation announces
continuation of funding
through its Accessible Faith
Grant Program to enable
Chicago area houses of
worship to make their
facilities more accessible.
With such |mprovements older adults and people
with disabilities may be able to participate more
fully in the programs, services, and activities of
the facilities.

Houses of worship in Cook, Lake, or DuPage
Counties in Illinois are eligible to apply for a
grant.

Grants may be awarded for up to 50% of a
project’s total cost, for a maximum of $30,000.
Houses of worship may use an Accessible Faith
Grant for:

e design and construction of accessibility
improvements such as elevators, platform
lifts, permanent ramps, or restroom
renovations, and

e purchase and installation of program-
related equipment such as assistive
listening systems

Deadlines for applying are April 16, 2010, and
June 25, 2010. Grant award notifications will be
shared approximately five months after each
deadline, with funding available one month after
notification.

The full description of the program, application
form, tips for completing the application, and
additional flyers are available on the foundation’s
Web site

www.rrf.org/accessibleFaithGrantProgram.htm,
or by contacting The Retirement Research
Foundation, 8765 W. Higgins Road, Suite 430,
Chicago, IL 60631; phone 773-714-8080.
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Employment Listings

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Chicago is seeking a bilingual (English/Spanish)
Office Administrator to manage office operations.
The Office Administrator is responsible for
church-related written communications (including
bulletins, newsletter, and mailings), as well as
hospitality and communication with people of the
community. Administrator provides
administrative support for the pastor and
congregational ministries as necessary. Position is
approximately 10 hours a week, flexible, provided
availability Monday-Friday between 8:00 am —
5:00 pm.

The ideal candidate will be detail-oriented with
excellent communication skills. Proficiency with
Microsoft Word, Excel, and Publisher is essential.

For more information, please call 773-767-7400.
Please submit resume to Calvary Evangelical
Lutheran Church, 6149 S. Kenneth Ave., Chicago,
IL 60629, Attn: Pastor Ross Carmichael, or
e-mail calvaryluther@sbcglobal.net.
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Advocate Health Care is seeking candidates for
a Parish Nurse position in our Chicago region for
the Uptown Chicago neighborhood. As part of
Advocate's Mission and Spiritual Care, the office
of Advocate Parish Nurse Ministry participates in
making real the vision of holistic healing—good
health to all—by partnering with congregations of
all denominations and religious affiliations in an
effort to embrace the integration of faith and
health. The major accountabilities and job
activities of the parish nurse role are integrator of
faith and health, health educator, personal health
counselor, referral agent, developer of support
groups, trainer of volunteers, and health advocate.

The qualifications are: Excellent communication
skills; current license as Registered Nurse

in lllinois; BS or BSN preferred; five years current
clinical experience; computer skills and ability to
gather and document data for community served;
and, health assessment, health education and
health counseling skills.

The position will be based at Chicago Uptown
Ministry, 4720 North Sheridan Rd., Chicago,
IL 60640. This is a 40 hour per week position
in the Uptown Chicago community, which
serves our Illinois Masonic Medical Center
service area. To learn more about Parish
Nursing, visit
http://www.advocatehealth.com/system/
about/community/faith/advpnurs.html, and
please contact Nancy Durbin, MS, RN, FCN,
Director, Advocate Parish Nurse Ministry at
nancy.durbin@advocatehealth.com.
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Christus Victor Lutheran Church has an
immediate opening for a part-time Church Office
Administrator. This position manages daily
church office operations, supervises office
support, oversees church related communications,
and provides administrative support, coordination,
and resources for the senior pastor and various
ministries of the church. Position offers 25 - 30
hours per week, Monday through Friday.

A bachelor’s degree is preferred. Comparable
work experience a plus. Position requires strong
problem-solving and decision making abilities.
Must be detail oriented, very organized, able to
maintain confidentiality and keep accurate
records. Requires strong interpersonal, written
and oral communications skills. Excellent
computer skills are a must including Microsoft
Office Word, Excel, and Power Point. Must have
ability to manage an in-house computer network
and our church Web site.

Please forward resumes to: Christus Victor
Lutheran Church, 1045 S. Arlington Heights Rd.,
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007, Attention: Human
Resources Ministry.
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Metropolitan Chicago Synod Directory Changes
Name Change Effective
Brown, Timothy E. Pastor, Trinity Lutheran Church, Evanston, Ill. 1/1/2010
Kaan, Szeyan (Ronnie) On Leave from Call 12/21/2009
MacKenzie, Bette J. Retired 1/1/2010
Mendis, Eardley L Retired 12/31/2009
Peters, David W. Pastor, Zion Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Ill. 1/16/2010

Rostered Leaders New to the Metropolitan Chicago Synod, ELCA

Welcome to the Rev. Timothy E. Brown who transferred from North/West Lower Michigan Synod to serve as
pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Evanston. Pr. Brown holds an MBA from the University of lowa and an
MDiv from Wartburg Theological Seminary in Dubuque, lowa. He is married to Lori Beth and they have two

children, Christine and Erica.

Welcome to the Rev. David W. Peters who transferred from the Greater Milwaukee Synod. Prior to starting his
call at Zion, Tinley Park, he served as an interim pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Evanston. Pr. Peters
earned his BA degree from Valparaiso University in 1976 and his MDiv degree from Trinity Lutheran Seminary

in Columbus, Ohio in 1980.

LSST’s Bitner, Schwick Named to
State Commissions on Human
Services, Elimination of Poverty

The Rev. Dr. Denver Bitner and the Rev. Daniel
Schwick of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois
(LSSI) were each recently named to serve on a state
commission. Bitner, president of LSSI, was named to
the Illinois Human Services Commission by
Governor Pat Quinn. Schwick, director of church and
government relations, was named by House Speaker
Michael Madigan to serve on the Illinois Commission
on the Elimination of Poverty. Based in Des Plaines,
LSSI is a statewide, not-for-profit social service
agency of the three Illinois synods of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

The new Human Services Commission, formed last
November, will make recommendations to the
governor and General Assembly about improving the
delivery of high-quality human services to Illinois
citizens. It will address issues such as “the process
for determining fair, adequate and timely
reimbursement; efficient management of publicly
funded programs and services; and projects for future
human services need in Illinois.” Its first meeting
was January 20, 2010.

The goal of the Illinois Commission on the
Elimination of Poverty is to come up with ways to
cut the number of Illinoisans living in extreme
poverty by 50 percent by 2015.

For more information, visit www.LSSI.org.

Lock-in Event Open to Synod
Youth, February 12-13, 2010

The biggest lock-in of the year...
including laser tag, bowling, and open
video games, will be held on February
12-13, 2010, from 9:00 p.m. until 5:00
a.m.(open to junior and senior high
school youth). The event will start at
Our Saviour Lutheran Church (1234 N.
Arlington Heights Rd., Arlington
Heights, IL 60004) with group activities and local
bands. Then, the event will head to eSkape (350
McHenry Road, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089).

Contact Lauren Busey at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Evanston at lauren@trinityevanston.org Or
847-673-8564 for costs and other information.

All are welcome. The event coordinators ask that
you provide one adult for every five youth.
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A : Metropolitan Chicago Synod Calendar
12 (For the most up-to-date calendar information, visit www.mcselca.org)

February 2 Parish Administrators Meeting — United In Faith Lutheran Church, 6525 W. Irving Park
Rd., Chicago, IL 60634, 9:30AM

3 Northwest Conference Meeting — Funding for Mission with Pastor Len Hoffman of the
ELCA Foundation — St. Mark Lutheran Church, 200 S. Wille, Mount Prospect, IL 60056,
10AM

4 North Conference Meeting - St. Paul Lutheran Church, 824 N Lewis Ave. Waukegan, IL
60085, 9:30AM

6 Koinonia Leadership Introduction Workshop - Christ Lutheran Church, 60 - 55th Street,
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514, 8:45AM

11 Working Group on the Middle East Meeting — Lutheran Church of Martha And Mary,
606 W. Golf Road, Mount Prospect, IL 60056, 7:30PM

12-13 First Call Theological Education Retreat - Cenacle Retreat and Conference Center, 513
Fullerton Parkway, Chicago, IL 60614, 6PM

15 Synod Newsletter Articles Due

20 Thank You Conversation Event, Synod Office, 9AM
Antiracism-An Introduction to Antiracism Workshop, TBA, 9AM

22 First Call Colleague Group (Robin Brown) — Synod Office, 12:30PM

23 Youth Team Meeting — Synod Office, 1PM

25 Northeast Conference Meeting - Holy Family Lutheran Church, 542 Hobbie St, Chicago,
IL 60610, 10:30AM

27 Stewardship Strategy Team Meeting — Synod Office, 9AM

Rostered Leader Vacancies - Congregations Actively Engaged in the Call Process
KEY: (A) Self-study (B) Candidate search or interviewing
(C) Call Extended (D) Call Accepted (PT) Part-time (*) Associate Position

Central Hope, Long Grove (*) (PT) (B) South
Bethel West, Chicago (A) Sagrado Corazon, Waukegan (B) Calvary (Spaulding), Chicago — on hold
Edgebrook, Chicago — (B) Zion, Deerfield (B) St. James, Chicago — on hold
Edison Park, Chicago (B) Northeast Zion, (Stony Island), Chicago — on hold
Mission of Christ, Chicago — on hold Ebenezer, Chicago (A) Southwest
St. James, Chicago (A) St. Paul, Evanston (B) No vacancies
Near West Northwest West
Grace, Villa Park (B) Grace, Mt. Prospect (A) Church of the Master, Carol Stream (B)
Prince of Peace, Addison (D) Good Shepherd, Prospect Hts. (B) Hosanna!, St. Charles (*) (B)
Resurrection, Franklin Park (A) Lord of Life, Schaumburg (B) Our Savior, Aurora (B)
North
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The Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America publishes MetroWord monthly. The deadline for
submitting information is the 15" of the current month for the next month’s issue. Articles will be edited for space and clarity.
Contact the synod office at 1420 W. Dickens Ave., Chicago, IL 60614-3004.

Ph: 773-248-0021 - Fax: 773-248-8455 Web page: www.mcselca.org MetroWord e-mail: jdrake@mcselca.org
MetroWord is also available online as a PDF at www.mcselca.org/news/metro_word.




Metro-Chicago Synodical Women
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America
And
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic

Women of Chicago

Invite you to our
21% Annual
Morning of Dialogue and Prayer

Celebration of Unity -
“OUR STORIES”

Saturday, April 17, 2010
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
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Grace Lutheran Church
7300 W Division Street
River Forest, IL
Pastor Kelly Faulstich

Reaffirmation of Covenant
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Bishop
of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
Cardinal Francis George,

Catholic Archbishop of Chicago
Sister Joan McGuire

Keynote Speaker:
The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

Homilist:
Dorothy Johnson, Lay Minister
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Aurora, IL

Offering will go to Oak Park /

River Forest Food Pantry -

Make checks payable to “Metro-
Chicago SWO” on memo line write
“Food Pantry”

Directions to Grace Lutheran
Church:

| 290 to Harlem Avenue; north

to Division, left to Bonnie Brae Place.

Parking: Dominican University lot
at Division and Bonnie Brae also
Concordia Parking Garage south of
Church.

8:30 a.m. Coffee & Rolls
12:00 p.m. Lunch

Return this portion of the flyer with a
check for $15/per person by April 8th
payable to Metro Chicago SWO

To: Cheryl Dickinson
1414 Southlawn Place
Aurora, IL 60506

Please include all names of attendees.
Any questions, contact Nicky Draves
at 630-788-8237.

Names:

Contact Name & Address:

Home Church name & address:

Total Amount Enclosed: $

(includes lunch & continental
breakfast)

(Feel free to make copies of this form)


http://us.mg204.mail.yahoo.com/ya/download?fid=Inbox&mid=1_868275_AKENw0MAAS42S1YT4w1wNX8rLRw&pid=2&tnef=&YY=1263941835750&newid=1&clean=0&inline=1�
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